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Background: 
 
In 2006, the Florida Legislature passed HB 151, which required Clerks for the first time 
to submit to FDLE records of persons who have adjudications of mental defectiveness 
or commitments to mental institutions, within 1 month after the rendition of the 
adjudication or commitment.  This bill also required FDLE to create and maintain a 
database of persons who are disqualified from purchasing a firearm as a result of being 
adjudicated mentally defective or committed to a mental institution. The Mental 
Competency (MECOM) database was established in February 2007 and is accessed as 
a part of the screening of potential firearm purchasers in Florida and by the FBI National 
Instant Check System. It is also used by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services in the evaluation of persons who are applying for concealed weapon permits. 
 
In 2013, the Florida Legislature passed House Bill (HB) 1355 that took effect on July 1, 
2013. It provides conditions under which an individual who has been allowed to transfer 
to voluntary status in lieu of court-ordered involuntary commitment after being admitted 
for involuntary examination at a Baker Act receiving facility and is certified by a 
physician to be of imminent danger, may be prohibited from purchasing firearms or 
retaining or applying for a concealed weapon or firearms license. 
 

Specifically, Florida Statutes 790.065(2)(a)4.c. was amended to read: 
 

(I)  Except as provided in sub-sub-subparagraph (II), clerks of court shall 
submit these records to the department within 1 month after the rendition of 
the adjudication or commitment. Reports shall be submitted in an automated 
format. The reports must, at a minimum, include the name, along with any 
known alias or former name, the gender, the date of birth, and race of the 
subject. 

 
(II)  For persons committed to a mental institution pursuant to sub-sub-
subparagraph b. (II), within 24 hours after the person's agreement to 
voluntary admission, a record of the finding, certification, notice, and written 
acknowledgement must be filed by the administrator of the receiving or 
treatment facility, as defined in s. 394.455, with the clerk of the court for the 
county in which the involuntary examination under s.394.463 occurred. No fee 
shall be charged for the filing under this sub-sub-subparagraph. The clerk 
must present the records to a judge or magistrate within 24 hours after receipt 
of the records. A judge or magistrate is required and has the lawful authority 
to review the records ex parte and, if the judge or magistrate determines that 
the record supports the classifying of the person as an imminent danger to 
himself or herself or others, to order that the record be submitted to the 
department. If a judge or magistrate orders the submittal of the record to the 
department, the record must be submitted to the department within 24 hours. 
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FDLE’s Firearm Purchase Program, Operational Audit (Nov. 2013) summarized 
informational issues required to be included in the Mental Competency Database 
(MECOM Database) that were not always timely, accurately, and completely recorded, 
identified the key components of this bill, and formed a workgroup that consisted of 
members from the Department of Children and Families, Florida Court Clerks and 
Comptrollers, Office of the State Courts Administrator, the judiciary, Clerks of the Circuit 
Court, licensed healthcare providers, Florida Council for Community Mental Health, 
Florida Psychiatric Society, and other professionals to address how the information 
specific to this process will be collected, qualified, and reported for the purpose of 
firearm purchase determinations nationwide. The workgroup developed process 
workflows and sample forms to help comply with the law and to clarify the process. 
 
1. Recommendations: The Best Practices Committee, appointed by the FCCC 

President, recommends that each Clerk/Comptroller develop best practices on filings 
that deal with Mental Health issues and the reporting to the MECOM database for 
the purchase prevention of firearms. The 67 Clerks/Comptrollers of the State of 
Florida should consider implementing the following best practices. 

2. General Guidelines: Standard forms were developed and approved by FDLE’s 
workgroup to gain consistency and compliance in reporting information into the 
MECOM database. Each form filed will provide the following minimal identifiers that 
will assist FDLE with the identification of an individual prohibited from purchasing a 
firearm: 

o Name of Patient 
o Gender 
o Date of Birth 
o Race 

 
3. Recommended Procedures for filings 
 

 Within 24 hours of receiving a Finding and Certification by an Examining 
Physician of Person’s Imminent Dangerousness, submit the petition and 
supporting documents to a judge or magistrate for review. The supporting 
documents are: Cover Sheet for Confidential Information, Application for 
Voluntary Admission of an Adult, Patient’s Notice and Acknowledgement, and 
Notification to Court of Withdrawal of Petition for Hearing on Involuntary 
Inpatient or Involuntary Outpatient Placement. 

 Create case using one of the appropriate Case Types used for SRS but insure 
that it is a non-reporting SRS case, based on 02/14 instructions from the 
OSCA; the case should be captured for CCOC workload reporting 
purposes: 

o s. 394.463 Involuntary examination 
o s. 394.467 Involuntary inpatient placement 
o s. 397.6811 Involuntary assessment and stabilization   
o s. 397.693 Involuntary treatment 

 

file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/GCBailey/Local%20Settings/Temp/XPgrpwise/FDLE%20Audit%202014-040.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/394.463
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/394.467
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/397.6811
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2013/397.693
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 If an order of dangerousness is granted, report to FDLE within 24 hours 

 Report Name, Sex, DOB and UCN (Uniform Case Number) and any other 
known identifiers i.e. SS#, Driver's License, last known address.  Use 
Statute 790.065 as basis for reporting. 

 Order is denied, dispose “by judge”. 
 

 Clerks must report a commitment or adjudication within one month in an 
automated format.  Reports must, at a minimum, include the name, known alias 
or former name, gender, the date of birth, and race into the MECOM database to 
assist FDLE with the identification of an individual prohibited from purchasing a 
firearm. 

 At the time of filing, verify the required demographics for identification 
purposes are included. If required demographics are missing, immediately 
contact the facility for the information in order to comply with reporting to FDLE.  

 A person who has been involuntarily examined per court order may be 
subject to a petition for involuntary commitment and may consent to voluntary 
treatment to avoid an involuntary commitment. This person could be subject to 
the filing of a Finding and Certification by an Examining Physician of Person’s 
Imminent Dangerousness, triggering the clerk’s duty to process within 24-hours.  

 After data is entered into MECOM, use a specific docket code and 
description, like “Information reported to MECOM” in your local CMS to pull 
future reports. 

 
Petition for Relief 

 If a petition for relief is filed, reopen case, without a reopen fee.  

 It is not the Clerk’s responsibility to notice parties for court; no need to provide 
copies, except to FDLE.  

 Hearing on the petition may be open or closed as the petitioner may 
choose; s.790.065 (II)d  

 A record of the hearing shall be made by a certified court reporter or by 
court-approved electronic means used in your county.  

 If petition is granted, the clerk is to provide the order to FDLE by email, fax, or 
regular mail, so that the requisite mental health record is deleted from the 
MECOM database. 

 If denied, enter “disposed by judge” according to SRS rules. Although the 
statute requires petitioner to wait a year to reapply, the clerk is not the enforcer of 
this provision. 

 Consider using a specific docket code and description for “Order 
Granting Relief from Firearms Disability and Order Denying Relief from Firearm 
Disability”, in your local CMS to pull future reports. 
 

FDLE  

 The office of the clerk of court, at no charge to the department (FDLE), 
shall respond to any department request for data on the disposition of the 



Best Practices for Reporting Incompetence Findings to MECOM 

 

3/3/14 Page 4 
 

indictment, information, or arrest as soon as possible, but in no event later than 8 
working hours. 

 
 

Relief Firearm Disability  
 
A petition must be filed on each case and in each county where the adjudication or 
commitment was entered.  
Clerks may wish to discuss with their judiciary the preferred method for setting a hearing 
date and time, so that can be provided to the petitioner. 
 
While no forms or packets have been approved by the Florida Supreme Court as of yet, 
the Mental Health Firearm Disqualifiers Implementation Workgroup has developed an 
interim packet of forms for facilities and Clerks to use and/or provide. The packet 
contains these forms: 

 Petition for Relief from Firearm Disability Due to Mental Illness or Substance 
Abuse 

 Notice of Hearing  

 Proposed Order on Petition for Relief from Firearm Disabilities 

 FL Statute 790.065 - Provides a mechanism for the petitioner to petition the 
court for relief from the firearms disability. 

  
Fla. Stat. § 790.065(2)(a)4.d sets forth the following process for petitioning the court for 
relief from a firearms disability determination: 

 

 Complete and file the Petition for Relief at the Clerk of Court 

 Contact the judge or magistrate’s office for a hearing date and time (the Clerk 
may want to provide the name of the judge on that case and phone number to 
request a hearing date). 

 A copy of the petition shall be served on the state attorney for the county in 
which the person was adjudicated or committed. 

 The state attorney may object to and present evidence relevant to the relief 
sought by the petition. 

 The hearing on the petition may be open or closed as the petitioner may 
choose.  

 The petitioner may present evidence and subpoena witnesses to appear at the 
hearing on the petition. 

 The petitioner may confront and cross-examine witnesses called by the state 
attorney. 

 A record of the hearing shall be made by a certified court reporter or by court-
approved electronic means. 

 If the final order denies relief, the petitioner may not petition again for relief from 
firearm disabilities until 1 year after the date of the final order. The petitioner may 
seek judicial review of a final order denying relief in the district court of appeal 
having jurisdiction over the court that issued the order. The review shall be 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.065.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0790/Sections/0790.065.html
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conducted de novo. Relief from a firearm disability granted under this sub-
subparagraph has no effect on the loss of civil rights, including firearm rights, for 
any reason other than the particular adjudication of mental defectiveness or 
commitment to a mental institution from which relief is granted. 

 If the court grants the petitioner’s relief from the firearm disability, the Clerk will 
provide a copy of the order to FDLE. Upon receipt, FDLE will delete the mental 
health record from the automated database of the person on the case who is 
prohibited from purchasing a firearm based on court records of adjudications of 
commitments to mental institutions.  
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Best Practices Committee, 2013 – 2014 
 

 Chair Marcia Johnson, Franklin County 
 Vice Chair Neil Kelly, Lake County  
 Barry Baker, Suwannee County    
 Becky Norris, Gulf County 
 Mitzie McGavic, Desoto County 
 Ken Burke, Pinellas County     
 Bob Germaine, Highlands County 
 Sharon Robertson, Okeechobee County 
 Buddy Irby, Alachua County     
 Todd Newton, Gilchrist County 
 DeWitt Cason, Columbia County 
 Gail Wadsworth, Flagler County   
 Tara Green, Clay County 
 Don Barbee, Hernando County 
 Kyle Hudson, Holmes County 
 Dana Johnson, Dixie County 
 FACC Staff: Cyndi Andrews 

 
Best Practices Workgroup on Reporting Mental Health Records to MECOM 
 

 Gypsy Bailey, Leon County 

 Greg Harrell, Marion County 

 Jean Sperbeck, Alachua County 

 Renita George, Pasco County 

 Robin McCarty, Hillsborough County 

 Kathy Davis, Citrus County 

 FACC Staff: 
o Cyndi Andrews 
o Sara Sanders 


